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      Movies and television are rarely accurate when depicting crime investigations. As authors, we owe it to our readers to get the facts straight. In this presentation, you’ll learn how to keep things accurate, but still allow for some literary creativity. Topics covered include: guns and other weapons, police department organization, medical examiner vs. coroner, forensics, SWAT, and more.
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                  DISCLAIMER
Much of this presentation is based on US law enforcement today.
When writing historical fiction, science fiction, fantasy, or
international locations, this content may not be accurate.
Different police departments have different rules, regulations, and
organization. Please do your research to keep things accurate.
Tropes are there for a reason...because they work in a story.
Nothing wrong with using one, as long as you know it’s a trope and
it’s a conscious decision. It’s your story, write it how you want. But
keep in mind, your readers will know if you get the science,
technology, or procedures wrong.
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                  IT DOESN’T WORK THAT WAY
It’s easy
Most viewers don’t know the difference
People will accept mistakes for sake of story
Script writers don’t know reality
Less expensive
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                  PROLOG
The Department
The Crime Scene
Forensics
Weapons
Courts, Jail, & Prison
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                  CITY POLICE
Chief
Asst Chief Asst Chief
Captain Captain
Lieutenant Lieutenant Lieutenant
Sergeant Sergeant Sergeant
Officer Officer Officer Officer Officer
Captain
Lieutenant
Sergeant Sergeant
Officer
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                  DIVISIONS/DEPARTMENTS
Uniform
• Patrol
• Traffic
• Community
• SWAT*
• K-9*
• Bomb Squad*
Investigation
• Homicide
• Robbery
• SVU
• Children
• Kidnapping
• Gang*
• Drug*
Civilian
• Administration
• Property
• Forensics
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                  DISTURBED COP
Divorced
Drunk
Drugs
Money
Suicidal
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                  COUNTY SHERIFF
Patrol
Detectives
Jail
Court Security
Search & Rescue
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                  STATE
Highway Patrol
State Police
Investigations
Game Warden
Crime Lab
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                  FEDS
FBI
Secret Service
ICE
ATF
US Marshall
NCIS
Postal Inspector
FDA Inspector
Marine Fisheries Service
Pentagon Police
Army CID
Coast Guard Police
Border Patrol
Bureau of Indian Affairs
National Park Service Ranger
Bureau of Prisons
Diplomatic Security Service
Odometer Fraud
Internal Revenue CID
Capitol Police
Supreme Court Police
NASA Inspector General
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                  FEDS TAKE OVER CASE
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                  CIA
Not law enforcement
Does not have arrest
power
Intelligence agency
Prohibited by law from
operating inside the US
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                  INTERPOL
HQ in Lyon, France
194 member countries
No arrest authority
Does not have agents
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                  SCENARIO
Police get call about
suicide
Find man hanging
Table knocked over
Suicide note
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                  SCENARIO
Police get call that man
shot himself
Find man on floor
Gun in hand
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                  I watched a re-enactment of
a homicide investigation at
a RWA workshop. They even
had a chalk outline it was
fantastic.
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                  AT THE CRIME SCENE
First Officer
• Patrol
• Secure scene
• Protect evidence
• Call for detectives
• Signs people
in/out
Detectives
• Take charge
• Obtain warrants
• Question suspects
• Accompany
suspects
• Arrest
ME/Coroner
• Owns body
• Determines time &
cause of death
• First investigator
Forensics
• Collects and
examines evidence
• Diagrams
• Photographs
• Do not determine
time/cause
Others
• Paramedics
• Ambulance Crew
• Supervisors
• District Attorney
• Press
• Witnesses
• Bystanders
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                  MEDICAL
EXAMINER VS.
CORONER
• Has a medical degree
• Is hired
Medical Examiner
• Does not need any medical
training
• Is elected
Coroner
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                  WARRANTS
Obtained by detective swearing it out
Lists where and what
Must be signed by judge
Can take 30 minutes to hours
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                  It’s almost all wrong
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                  FORENSICS TECHS
Not law
enforcement Are Civilians
Do not
interrogate
suspects
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                  PAPER OR PLASTIC
Wet Dry
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                  FINGERPRINTS
Unique to every person,
even identical twins
AFIS – Automated
Fingerprint Identification
System
Needs human analysis
Can take weeks
It’s whorl, not swirl
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                  BLOOD
Shows height and direction
Coagulates quickly
Dangerous – HIV can live 7-
10 days at room
temperature
Luminol
It’s spatter not splatter
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                  DNA
Can take months to analyze
Requires human analysis
Must have DNA on file to
match
Odds are 1 in 1 billion for
13 point match
RAPID DNA
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                  TECH
Can’t zoom and zoom and
zoom
Can’t tap into any database
Can’t tap into any video
camera/feed
Is not instantaneous
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                  PROPELLANT
Cordite hasn’t been used since WWII
Doesn’t have to be a powder
You can write “gunpowder” or “propellant”
GSR – Gun Shot Residue


                



              View full-size slide

            

          

        
	
          
            
              
                
            

            
                
                  38 SPECIAL
Revolver
Was popular for cops and crooks
Held 6 rounds
Russian Roulette
Can’t use a silencer (suppressor)
Manual
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                  9mm
Glock or SIG Sauer
12-17 rounds
Semi-automatic
Can use suppressor
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                  TASER
Fires electrical wires and
shocks suspect
Effective range is 15 feet
Talons must attach
properly
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                  COURT, JAIL, & PRISON
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                  COURT
Municipal
District (state)
Federal
Appeals
Supreme Court
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County
Federal
Before/During trial
Sentencing for Misdemeanor
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                  PRISON
Sentencing for felony
State
Federal
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                  INTERROGATION ROOM
No one-way mirror
Video cameras
Might have a table. Some
cops remove it before the
interrogation.
If they read you your rights,
you’re under arrest.
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                  Just one more
thing…don’t
leave town.
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                  EPILOGUE
The Department
The Crime Scene
Forensics
Weapons
Courts, Jail, & Prison
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                  RECOMMENDED
Hill Street Blues
The Wire
Bosch
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                  TOP THREE TROPES
Right back to work after shooting
Disturbed cop
ME/Coroner/Forensics Tech
Know-it all Forensic Tech
Silencer on revolver


                



              View full-size slide

            

          

        
	
          
            
              
                
            

            
                
                  PET PEEVE
“My name is
Sergeant Joe Friday”
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                  QUESTIONS & CONTACT
Email [email protected]
Web craigkingsman.com
Facebook facebook.com/kingsmanbooks
Twitter @kingsmanbooks
Slides speakerdeck.com/craigkingsman


                



              View full-size slide

            

          

        
	
          
            
              
                
            

            


              View full-size slide

            

          

        


  


    

    
  
  
    

      
        
          
          SpeakerDeck

        
        
        
      

      
        
          Top Categories

          	Programming
	Technology
	Storyboards
	Featured decks
	Featured speakers


        
      

      
        
          Use Cases

          	Storyboard Artists
	Educators


        
      

      
        
          Resources

          	Help Center
	Blog
	Compare Speaker Deck
	Advertising


        
      

      
        
          Features

          	Private URLs
	Password Protection
	Custom URLS
	Scheduled publishing
	Remove Branding
	Restrict embedding
	Notes


        
      


    


    
      
        Copyright © 2024 Speaker Deck, LLC.

        All slide content and descriptions are owned by their creators.

        	About
	Terms
	Privacy
	DMCA
	Accessibility Statement


      

    

  



      
  

    
    
    


    
    
      
    


    


  